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"I," smiled Marie, "would begin by putting on
the lid."
Unfortunately however, parents have to be
busy earning the family income and have no time
to give their own children enchanting lessons.
Those delicious lessons ceased, and Eve and Irene
went to school where the hours were not quite so
long as in most schools. They said in after-life
that from those early lessons they learnt to like
work, to be indifferent to money and to be so
independent that they were convinced that they
could pull themselves out of any difficulty.
In the laboratory, among many new triumphs,
Marie had one very great triumph. Up to that
time she had made only the salts of Radium. On
one occasion she and Andre Debierne succeeded
in making Radium metal. They succeeded once.
Neither they nor anyone else has ever done it
again.
In 1911 Marie was awarded the Nobel Prize
for Chemistry. No person before her had ever
received two Nobel prizes.
One would have thought that all the world
would have gloried in her as a scientist and
treated her gently as a sad woman. But, unfor-
tunately, there is a strange disease which causes
certain people to feel very cruel when they hear
of someone being very successful or very beauti-
ful. Marie was both, and suddenly people began
to write her anonymous letters and to tell extra-
ordinary lies about her and to accuse her of doing
wrong^things of which she had never